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CHARLIE PICKETT

by kathy rohrbach

Charlie Pickett - the man, the legend! Charlie Plckett and the Eggs ha'W |
He's been Imortalized in the pages of WE, floating arcund South Florida in differ-
HELODY HAKER, SONDS, REOORD, OF, VILLAGE  entc stages since Late 1979. The current,
VOICE, TROUSER PRESS, THE NEJ YORE POST, W= and= line-up includes Johnny
THE MIAMI HERALD, THE FORT LAUDERDWLE 1 playirg drums), Dave
NEWS, THE SN TATTLER, and CHEEM (in an Froshnider (who has switched from bass to
article favourite person to mention  guitar) snd the latest addicion is ex-
in AR: Bill 1. FSYQD DAISIE Mike Petit (on bass).




»._Slnmﬂfbaﬂ'sbnq,lmlrg,t}-?m ME: HOW HAS THE SCENE CHANGED SINCE YOU
recorded Two Singles (“Feelin'"™ & “If This STARTED, AND IS IT FOR BETTER OR WORSE?
Is Love..."), One Full Length Album (Live CP: Well, better & worse. It's bigger now,
At The Button); and their latest work, the and it's more solid now, and it's much
Interestingly entitled Cowboy Junkie Au- more relisble now in terms of turnout.
Go=Go. Also available.for the devoted Eggs Everyone can harp back tothe so-called
fan is the German import (wowie!) Tuned U "glory days” of the PREMIRE. But
and Howling: C.P. also has a mm% everyone forgets, you got $30 to play
compilation LP: The Land That Time Forgot. then, and the sound system was ultra

Charlie Pickett and the Eggs are on E"ne high in treble. And there was, on a
verge of big-time, National tion! great night, 65-70 people; on an
Their infectious, goodtime, rural-flavored average night, 33 might stroll in, and
rock-n-roll easily appeals to a wide there were plenty of 40's.
spectrum of listeners. A Charlie Pickett I liked the early days of the scene
show will bring all types out of the better because | knew everyone, there
woodwork; but they all have one thing in was a real camaraderie. Everyone knew
common: they all appreciate pgood music and everyone elses name, and who they were.
a great show. It's strange to see a "'local Now the scene is bigger. As one of the
band" (and I hesitate to use that phrase early scené members, Blond Deneise was
with Charle & co) with an honest-to-good- ber name, says: ''the scene is filled
ness foll . Their fans know the songs, with people who aren't cool enough to
and many of C undoubtedly play their be posers." Lots of times, you'll see

records as much as high school girls people and you'll just say 'God, how
play their DURAN DIRAN records (maybe that can these people even be here? They're
is pushing it a lictle bic). so uncool! They're so Stupid.' They're

Charlie's (and Jim Johnson's) pleasant the sort of people who watch MIV and
front porch was the setting for an then say 'Wow, I've got to get into
enlighténing lictle interview, a mere 3 or the new music!' But I'm glad they're
4 days before the eggs departed on their there. They pay their money, they
Mation Wide Tour (more on that, later). support the scene to a large extent.

They allow bands to constantly make
ME: HOW DID YOU START PLAYING IN A BAND? money. We can make $400 now, on a
(P: I love playing guitar. When I started weekend, pla at FLYNNS. Which is
out, it was just that! I loved playing nice. It's Really nice. It's a lot
tar. We started recording, just for better than making $30 at the PRENIRE.
un, amamgst ourselves. Ma, Bob Mascaro : I wish the scene was more friendly
and Debbie Cichlid. Barry Siever (now than it is now. But at the same cime,
with Debbie in NOUVEAU REACH) was at . I'm one of the mst unfriendly people
the studio, and he said "why don't we in it. I complain about people who
start a band?' Siever was a great aren't cool enough to be posers, and
i ther. It maybe they are cool. I just don't know

- combined with oy natura
music -- It's just one of those things.
I never intended to do anything with
it, just PLAY!




Charlie Pickett - the man, the legend!

i, because ] don't take the time to
talk and find out.

The scene is something that's
really important to me, because ['ve
been involved with it for 45 years.
Miami has made us what we are; which
is a band that can quit their jobs,
and go out on the road touring,
making money, and becoming popular.
Miami made us, because [ wonder if

- another town's people whould have put

£l
5

up with us. All the nights we were
out of ture. And all the nights we
played the same sets for months on
end, amlmrlihﬁw a thing; and
et e sti ept coming Lo see
L:';.q. w;:n and on and On...

HOW DIDYOU ENDUP PLAYINGWITH R.E.M.7

¢ There wasn € an awful lot to it. [

met them the first time
THE AGORA, late 82 or early 83, I
said "Hellﬂ. how are you, nice to
meet you.'' They were a band from
Athens, and we were a band from Fort
Lauderdale; and they had our
records, and of course we had theirs.
20 it was just sort of a reglonal

"u:--r played

affection for each otner. We met them ME:

; Yes] We have a tenativ

again in lloboken. :::-m:fuml}r told
Peter Buck that we were there, and he
was really friendly. And he said:
"1'd like to get together and talk
with them, just meet them." When you
are fans of musicians, you very
seldom get to meet them, because you
are always playing on the same night.
S0 we met and sort of said "I like
your band." They were playing the
next night at THE BEACON, and they
sald "why don't you come down and see
us.” S0 I went over, and they were
very very nice, with backstage passes
and stuff like that. We talked, and
drank their beer, and generally had

a nice chat.

So when they came down here, I was
doing some recording, and 1 went to
see them. We had quit our jobs, so I
had to make sure we got free admiss-
ion. So 1 went backstage, to bum
sone admissions off them, ard they
said "Oh well, come in and lets jam."
20 we played Lou Reed's. "There She
Goes Again.” They are the friendliest
people!

DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOU'RE GOING TO BE
PUTTING OUT O VINYL NEXT?

title: Route
33, vhich is half of Route &66. It's
the main road that goes through the
rural country where 1 was born in
Chio, Southeastern Ohio. It's going
to be a little more rural in flavor,
than before. I'm really having a
backlash to this ultra-urban sound,
fraom THE EIRYTMICS to DURAN DURAN to
those quasi-rock bands. It's all so
urban; I mean all of these kids
could not hawe been raised on the
streets,

As the same time, it's not gonna
be any of that fake "hick" shit: The
Hank Williams Jr. type, like "I was
born in the country, and it's so0 much
better than the city.” Nothing like
that, it's just going to be a lictle
more lhumanistic in approach. But it's
not going to be so homey-laden as a
coaumntry record. You just have to see
it to believe ic, I puess.

: WHERE ARE YOU GOING THIS TOUR?

It starts with Gainesville, Talla-
hassee, Tampa, orlando, Encocville,
Richmond, Philadelphia, WYC, Savanna,
Atlanta, Chicago, Umsha, Minneapolis,



and then out to California. We're
going lorth and we're going West
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CPy 1'd like to thank all the
FLYE .:w m' the B.F. Award:
SLEpp w us all. these - years. 1 d
ii :L-.- ,_-. r.ha.nl-‘. them in princ. And o
thank all the'people who don': o
Ltu T -lu-;.h but buy the recor

ey have supported us all the years

-'-.'l-’. also the people who are support-
ing us now.

I a great thing to be able to
do, to scratch through all the thing:
that have been held against South
Florida musicians all these years.
I'm really grateful for that.

It all scill seems so unbelievabli
== that we've toured twice, as far
and az long ag'we havwe. And now we'rd
going spain, farther and lomnger. You
hardly believe.dt until you pet in
the van and the wheels start going,

nd you say "Oh my God, thisis true!

Anc you can bet your sweet Petunias
Lh.1| ._":- ™ 1-' Charlie is FHp' __.,_:: )
Hr s just r h,.g_. along, si r s
songs. And that s the way :1- :-..L § i
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WIAT LD YOU DD WHEN YOU'VE HAD ENOUGH
OF HAPPINESST YOU GO ZHIVAGD! At least,
that's what Edward Bobb, co-founder of
the HAPPINESS BOYS, has decided to do.
saturday Evening, December Bth, Dance
whrella and the Lowe Art Museuns will
present the premicre of a collaborative
periormance by Bobb, Post-Modern
choreographer Leslie Neal, and media
artist Vicror Velt (vhose minimalist
rusic sppcors on the flrst PROJEKT
ELECTRONIC SOUTH FLORIDA): The event will
take place at the Lowe Art Huseum, and
will mark the premiere of Bobb's new
¢lectronic wehicle and alter ego: JOHNIY
ZHIVAGD. The new “work-in-progress”
incorporates strong, pestural movements
by lical; which, In turn, ave duplicated
in the computerised, projected images
creatied by Victor Vele. The musical score
cogbines a slow, funeral like dirge with
a4 compaulsive waltz section.

WANTED!
Oricivar Music Banos

ART STOCKS’

PLAYPEN SOUTH

CALL BRUCE

AFTERBPM

-= MONDAY TILL THURSDAY





